Healing Service

Trinity Episcopal Church
The Annunciation of Our Lord to the Blessed Virgin Mary

A Public Service of Healing
This service is suitable for use in a congregation or other church setting. It may also be adapted
as needed for use in a variety of settings, e.g., hospital, nursing home, or other health care
facility.
When unction is administered in the context of the Sunday Eucharist or a regular weekday
Eucharist, the portion of this service entitled “Laying on of Hands and Anointing” is used. It is
recommended that this take place immediately before the exchange of the Peace.

The Word of God
The service may begin as appointed for a celebration of the Holy Eucharist, or with the
Penitential Order, or with the following greeting
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

After a period of silence, the Minister then says one of the following Collects, or some other
appropriate Collect

Loving God, the comfort of all who sorrow, the strength of all who suffer: accept
our prayers, and to those who seek healing and all whom we name in our hearts,
grant the power of your grace, that the weak may be strengthened, sickness turned
to health, the dying made whole, and sorrow turned into joy; through Jesus Christ
our Savior. Amen.
The Annunciation to Mary
Collect
Pour your grace into our hearts, O Lord, that we who have known the incarnation
of your Son Jesus Christ, announced by an angel to the Virgin Mary, may by his
cross and passion be brought to the glory of his resurrection; who lives and reigns
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

First Reading
All sit.

A Reading from the book of Isaiah.
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Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be
deep as Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put
the LORD to the test. Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little
for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself
will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son,
and shall name him Immanuel.”
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 40:5-11

Expectans, expectavi
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Great things are they that you have done, O LORD my God!
how great your wonders and your plans for us! *
there is none who can be compared with you.
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Oh, that I could make them known and tell them! *
but they are more than I can count.

7

In sacrifice and offering you take no pleasure *
(you have given me ears to hear you);
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Burnt-offering and sin-offering you have not required, *
and so I said, “Behold, I come.
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In the roll of the book it is written concerning me: *
‘I love to do your will, O my God;
your law is deep in my heart.’”
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I proclaimed righteousness in the great congregation; *
behold, I did not restrain my lips;
and that, O LORD, you know.

11

Your righteousness have I not hidden in my heart;
I have spoken of your faithfulness and your deliverance; *
I have not concealed your love and faithfulness from the great congregation.

Holy Gospel
All stand.
Gospeller
People

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David. The virgin's name was Mary. And he came to her and said, "Greetings,
favored one! The Lord is with you." But she was much perplexed by his words and
pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, "Do not be
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afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in
your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will
be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne
of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his
kingdom there will be no end." Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I
am a virgin?" The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be
holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age
has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be
barren. For nothing will be impossible with God." Then Mary said, "Here am I, the
servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word." Then the angel
departed from her.
After the Gospel is read, the people respond as follows:
Gospeller
People

Homily
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The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

A Litany of Healing
The Celebrant introduces the Litany with this bidding

Let us name before God those for whom we offer our prayers.
The People audibly name those for whom they are interceding. A Person appointed then leads
the Litany

God the Father, your will for all people is health and salvation;
We praise you and thank you, O Lord.
God the Son, you came that we might have life, and might have it more
abundantly;
We praise you and thank you, O Lord.
God the Holy Spirit, you make our bodies the temple of your presence;
We praise you and thank you, O Lord.
Holy Trinity, one God, in you we live and move and have our being;
We praise you and thank you, O Lord.
Lord, grant your healing grace to all who are sick, injured, or disabled, that they
may be made whole;
Hear us, O Lord of life.
Grant to all who seek your guidance, and to all who are lonely, anxious, or
despondent, a knowledge of your will and an awareness of your presence;
Hear us, O Lord of life.
Mend broken relationships, and restore those in emotional distress to soundness of
mind and serenity of spirit;
Hear us, O Lord of life.
Bless physicians, nurses, and all others who minister to the suffering, granting
them wisdom and skill, sympathy and patience;
Hear us, O Lord of life.
Grant to the dying peace and a holy death, and uphold by the grace and consolation
of your Holy Spirit those who are bereaved;
Hear us, O Lord of life.
Restore to wholeness whatever is broken by human sin, in our lives, in our nation,
and in the world;
Hear us, O Lord of life.
You are the Lord who does wonders:
You have declared your power among the peoples.
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With you, O Lord, is the well of life:
And in your light we see light.
Hear us, O Lord of life:
Heal us, and make us whole.
Let us pray.
A period of silence follows.
The Celebrant concludes the Prayers with one of the following or some other suitable Collect.

Open us to your healing power, O God. We entrust ourselves to your care,
knowing that you are doing for us and for all the world far better things than we
can ask or imagine. With you as our companion and guide, strengthen us to hope
for all that is good, and to fear no evil. For your love is stronger than death, and
your faithfulness reaches to the heavens; and to you we give glory, Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit, now and to the ages of ages. Amen.
Confession of Sin
A Confession of Sin may follow, if it has not been said at the beginning of the service.
The Deacon or Celebrant says

Let us confess our sins to God.
Silence may be kept.

Minister and People
God of all mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves,
and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done,
and the evil done on our behalf.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us
through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen.
The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit
keep you in eternal life. Amen.
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Laying on of Hands and Anointing
N., I lay my hands upon you [and anoint you] in the name of our Savior Jesus
Christ, praying you will be strengthened and filled with God’s grace, that you may
know the healing power of the Spirit. Amen.
The minister may add, in these or similar words

As you are outwardly anointed with this holy oil, so may our loving God give you
the inward anointing of the Holy Spirit. May God relieve your suffering and
restore you in body, mind, and spirit. May all of us in the frailty of our flesh know
God’s healing power. Amen.
If communion is not to follow, the Lord’s Prayer is said.
The Celebrant then continues

And now, as our Savior
Christ has taught us,
we are bold to say,

As our Savior Christ
has taught us,
we now pray,

People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

The Laying on of Hands [and Anointing] may conclude with one or more of the following
Collects.

May the God who goes before you through desert places by night and by day be
your companion and guide; may your journey be with the saints; may the Holy
Spirit be your strength, and Christ your clothing of light, in whose name we pray.
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Amen.

The Peace
Blessings
The priest blesses the people, saying

Live without fear: your Creator has made you holy, has always protected you, and
loves you as a mother. Go in peace to follow the good road and may God’s
blessing be with you always. Amen. (source: from Saint Clare)
The service concludes.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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