Morning Prayer
The First Monday After the Epiphany
Psalms Appointed

Monday, January 11, 2021
Psalms 1, 2 &3

Readings
A period of silence will follow each reading.

First Reading

Isaiah 40:12-23

A Reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.
Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand and marked off the heavens with a span,
enclosed the dust of the earth in a measure, and weighed the mountains in scales and the hills in a
balance? Who has directed the spirit of the LORD, or as his counselor has instructed him? Whom
did he consult for his enlightenment, and who taught him the path of justice? Who taught him
knowledge, and showed him the way of understanding? Even the nations are like a drop from a
bucket, and are accounted as dust on the scales; see, he takes up the isles like fine dust. Lebanon
would not provide fuel enough, nor are its animals enough for a burnt offering. All the nations
are as nothing before him; they are accounted by him as less than nothing and emptiness. To
whom then will you liken God, or what likeness compare with him? An idol?—A workman casts
it, and a goldsmith overlays it with gold, and casts for it silver chains. As a gift one chooses
mulberry wood—wood that will not rot—then seeks out a skilled artisan to set up an image that
will not topple. Have you not known? Have you not heard? Has it not been told you from the
beginning? Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? It is he who sits above
the circle of the earth, and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers; who stretches out the heavens
like a curtain, and spreads them like a tent to live in; who brings princes to naught, and makes
the rulers of the earth as nothing.

Gospel Reading

Mark 1:1-13

A Reading from Mark.
The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in the prophet
Isaiah, “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way; the voice of
one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,’” John
the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness
of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were
going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John
was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild
honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not
worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and
was baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the
heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven,

“You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” And the Spirit immediately drove
him out into the wilderness. He was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was
with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him.

Collect of the Day
The Officiant then says

Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him your beloved
Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into his Name may
keep the covenant they have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and Savior; who with you
and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of the People

A Prayer in Time of Great Sickness and Mortality
O most mighty and merciful God, in this time of grievous sickness, we flee unto thee for succor.
Deliver us, we beseech thee, from our peril; give strength and skill to all those who minister to
the sick; prosper the means made use of for their cure; and grant that, perceiving how frail and
uncertain our life is, we may apply our hearts unto that heavenly wisdom which leadeth to
eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For the Oppressed
Look with pity, O heavenly Father, upon the people in this land who live with injustice, terror,
disease, and death as their constant companions. Have mercy upon us. Help us to eliminate our
cruelty to these our neighbors. Strengthen those who spend their lives establishing equal
protection of the law and equal opportunities for all. And grant that every one of us may enjoy a
fair portion of the riches of this land; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For our Country
Almighty God, who has given us this good land for our heritage: We humbly ask you that we
may always prove ourselves a people mindful of your favor and glad to do your will. Bless our
land with honorable industry, sound learning, and pure manners. Save us from violence, discord,
and confusion; from pride and arrogance, and from every evil way. Defend our liberties, and
fashion into one united people the multitudes brought here out of many kindreds and tongues.
Endue with the spirit of wisdom those to whom in your Name we entrust the authority of
government, that there may be justice and peace at home, and that, through obedience to your
law, we may show forth your praise among the nations of the earth. In the time of prosperity, fill
our hearts with thankfulness, and in the day of trouble, suffer not our trust in you to fail; all
which we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

