Evening Prayer
The First Wednesday After the Epiphany

Wednesday, January 13, 2021

The Officiant says

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your
sight, O Lord, my strength and my redeemer. Psalm 19:14
Confession of Sin
The Officiant then says

Let us confess our sins to God.
Silence may be kept.
Officiant and People

God of all mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other,
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,
the evil we have done,
and the evil done on our behalf.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us
through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love
and serve only your will. Amen.
The Officiant stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive all your sins through the grace of Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep
you in eternal life. Amen.
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Invitatory and Psalter
Officiant
People

Lord, open our lips.
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Officiant and People

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.
Psalm 141:1-3, 8ab
Domine, clamavi
Let my prayer be set forth in your sight as incense, the lifting up of my hands as the
evening sacrifice.
O Lord, I call to you; come to me quickly; *
hear my voice when I cry to you.
Let my prayer be set forth in your sight as incense, *
the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.
Set a watch before my mouth, O Lord,
and guard the door of my lips; *
let not my heart incline to any evil thing.
My eyes are turned to you, Lord God; *
in you I take refuge.
Let my prayer be set forth in your sight as incense, the lifting up of my hands as the
evening sacrifice.
Psalms Appointed

Psalms 12, 13, & 14

Psalm 12

Salvum me fac

1 Help me, LORD, for there is no godly one left; *

the faithful have vanished from among us.
2 Everyone speaks falsely with his neighbor; *

with a smooth tongue they speak from a double heart.
3 Oh, that the LORD would cut off all smooth tongues, *

and close the lips that utter proud boasts!
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4 Those who say, “With our tongue will we prevail; *

our lips are our own; who is lord over us?”
5 “Because the needy are oppressed,

and the poor cry out in misery, *
I will rise up,” says the LORD,
“and give them the help they long for.”
6 The words of the LORD are pure words, *

like silver refined from ore
and purified seven times in the fire.
7 O LORD, watch over us *

and save us from this generation for ever.
8 The wicked prowl on every side, *

and that which is worthless is highly prized by everyone.
Psalm 13

Usquequo, Domine?

1 How long, O LORD?

will you forget me for ever? *
how long will you hide your face from me?
2 How long shall I have perplexity in my mind,

and grief in my heart, day after day? *
how long shall my enemy triumph over me?
3 Look upon me and answer me, O LORD my God; *

give light to my eyes, lest I sleep in death;
4 Lest my enemy say, “I have prevailed over him,” *

and my foes rejoice that I have fallen.
5 But I put my trust in your mercy; *

my heart is joyful because of your saving help.
6 I will sing to the LORD, for he has dealt with me richly; *

I will praise the Name of the LORD Most High.
Psalm 14

Dixit insipiens

1 The fool has said in his heart, “There is no God.” *

All are corrupt and commit abominable acts;
there is none who does any good.
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2 The LORD looks down from heaven upon us all, *

to see if there is any who is wise,
if there is one who seeks after God.
3 Every one has proved faithless;

all alike have turned bad; *
there is none who does good; no, not one.
4 Have they no knowledge, all those evildoers *

who eat up my people like bread
and do not call upon the LORD?
5 See how they tremble with fear, *

because God is in the company of the righteous.
6 Their aim is to confound the plans of the afflicted, *

but the LORD is their refuge.
7 Oh, that Israel’s deliverance would come out of Zion! *

when the LORD restores the fortunes of his people,
Jacob will rejoice and Israel be glad.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Readings
A period of silence will follow each reading.

First Reading

Ephesians 2:1-10

A Reading from Paul’s letter to the Church in Ephesus.
You were dead through the trespasses and sins in which you once lived, following
the course of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is
now at work among those who are disobedient. All of us once lived among them in
the passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses, and we were by
nature children of wrath, like everyone else. But God, who is rich in mercy, out of
the great love with which he loved us even when we were dead through our
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—
and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ
Jesus, so that in the ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of his
grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved
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through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God—not the result of
works, so that no one may boast. For we are what he has made us, created in Christ
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Canticle C

The Song of Hannah

My heart exults in you, O God; *
my triumph song is lifted in you.
My mouth derides my enemies, *
for I rejoice in your salvation.
There is none holy like you, *
nor any rock to be compared to you, our God.
Do not heap up prideful words or speak in arrogance; *
Only God is knowing and weighs all actions.
The bows of the mighty are broken, *
but the weak are clothed in strength.
Those once full now labor for bread, *
those who hungered now are well fed.
The childless woman has borne sevenfold, *
while the mother of many is forlorn.
God destroys and brings to life, casts down and raises up; *
gives wealth or takes it away, humbles and dignifies.
God raises the poor from the dust; *
and lifts the needy from the ash heap
To make them sit with the rulers *
and inherit a place of honor.
For the pillars of the earth are God’s *
on which the whole earth is founded.
Gospel Reading

Mark 1:29-45

A Reading from Mark.
As soon as he left the synagogue, Jesus entered the house of Simon and Andrew,
with James and John. Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and
they told him about her at once. He came and took her by the hand and lifted her
up. Then the fever left her, and she began to serve them. That evening, at sundown,
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they brought to him all who were sick or possessed with demons. And the whole
city was gathered around the door. And he cured many who were sick with various
diseases, and cast out many demons; and he would not permit the demons to speak,
because they knew him. In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and
went out to a deserted place, and there he prayed. And Simon and his companions
hunted for him. When they found him, they said to him, “Everyone is searching for
you.” He answered, “Let us go on to the neighboring towns, so that I may proclaim
the message there also; for that is what I came out to do.” And he went throughout
Galilee, proclaiming the message in their synagogues and casting out demons. A
leper came to him begging him, and kneeling he said to him, “If you choose, you
can make me clean.” Moved with pity, Jesus stretched out his hand and touched
him, and said to him, “I do choose. Be made clean!” Immediately the leprosy left
him, and he was made clean. After sternly warning him he sent him away at once,
saying to him, “See that you say nothing to anyone; but go, show yourself to the
priest, and offer for your cleansing what Moses commanded, as a testimony to
them.” But he went out and began to proclaim it freely, and to spread the word, so
that Jesus could no longer go into a town openly, but stayed out in the country; and
people came to him from every quarter.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Canticle 17

The Song of Simeon

Lord, you now have set your servant free *
to go in peace as you have promised;
For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, *
whom you have prepared for all the world to see:
A Light to enlighten the nations, *
and the glory of your people Israel.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
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Nunc dimittis

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers
Officiant
People
Officiant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Officiant and People

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
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For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.
The Officiant and People say responsively

Suffrages A.
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.

Show us your mercy, O Lord;
And grant us your salvation.
Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
Let your people sing with joy.
Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;
For only in you can we live in safety.
Lord, keep this nation under your care;
And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
Let your way be known upon earth;
Your saving health among all nations.
Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
Create in us clean hearts, O God;
And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.

Collect of the Day
The Officiant then says

Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him
your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are
baptized into his Name may keep the covenant they have made, and boldly confess
him as Lord and Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one
God, in glory everlasting. Amen.
For our Country
Almighty God, who has given us this good land for our heritage: We humbly ask
you that we may always prove ourselves a people mindful of your favor and glad
to do your will. Bless our land with honorable industry, sound learning, and pure
manners. Save us from violence, discord, and confusion; from pride and arrogance,
and from every evil way. Defend our liberties, and fashion into one united people
the multitudes brought here out of many kindreds and tongues. Endue with the
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spirit of wisdom those to whom in your Name we entrust the authority of
government, that there may be justice and peace at home, and that, through
obedience to your law, we may show forth your praise among the nations of the
earth. In the time of prosperity, fill our hearts with thankfulness, and in the day of
trouble, suffer not our trust in you to fail; all which we ask through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
A Collect for Protection
O God, the life of all who live, the light of the faithful, the strength of those who
labor, and the repose of the dead: We thank you for the blessings of the day that is
past, and humbly ask for your protection through the coming night. Bring us in
safety to the morning hours; through him who died and rose again for us, your Son
our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.
Collect for Mission
O God, you manifest in your servants the signs of your presence: Send forth upon
us the Spirit of love, that in companionship with one another your abounding grace
may increase among us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Prayers of the People
Intercessor
Authorized intercessions and thanksgivings may follow.

A Prayer in Time of Great Sickness and Mortality
O most mighty and merciful God, in this time of grievous sickness, we flee unto
thee for succor. Deliver us, we beseech thee, from our peril; give strength and skill
to all those who minister to the sick; prosper the means made use of for their cure;
and grant that, perceiving how frail and uncertain our life is, we may apply our
hearts unto that heavenly wisdom which leadeth to eternal life; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
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For the Oppressed
Look with pity, O heavenly Father, upon the people in this land who live with
injustice, terror, disease, and death as their constant companions. Have mercy upon
us. Help us to eliminate our cruelty to these our neighbors. Strengthen those who
spend their lives establishing equal protection of the law and equal opportunities
for all. And grant that every one of us may enjoy a fair portion of the riches of this
land; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Litany of Remembrance
As the world continues to respond to the pandemic of the virus, help us, O Lord, to
remember.
May we who are merely inconvenienced remember those whose lives are at stake.
Help us, O Lord, to remember
May we who have no risk factors remember those who are vulnerable.
Help us, O Lord, to remember
May we who have the luxury of working from home remember those who must
choose between their health or paying their rent.
Help us, O Lord, to remember
May we who have the flexibility to care for our children when their schools close
remember those who have no options.
Help us, O Lord, to remember
May we who have to cancel our trips remember those who have no safe place to
go.
Help us, O Lord, to remember
May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult of the economic market
remember those who have no margin at all.
Help us, O Lord, to remember
May we who settle in for quarantine at home remember those who have no home.
Help us, O Lord, to remember
As fear grips our country let us choose love. During this time when we cannot
physically wrap our arms around each other let us find ways to be the loving
embrace of God to our neighbors. Amen.
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A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved
Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the
midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us;
granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life
everlasting. Amen.
Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.
Officiant

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask
or imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and in
Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20, 21
Announcements
Announcements may be made at this point in the service.
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