Morning Prayer
The First Wednesday After the Epiphany

Wednesday, January 13, 2021

Psalms Appointed

Psalm 119:1-24

The people are seated

Readings
A period of silence will follow each reading.

First Reading

Isaiah 41:1-16

A Reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.
Listen to me in silence, O coastlands; let the peoples renew their strength; let them approach,
then let them speak; let us together draw near for judgment. Who has roused a victor from the
east, summoned him to his service? He delivers up nations to him, and tramples kings under foot;
he makes them like dust with his sword, like driven stubble with his bow. He pursues them and
passes on safely, scarcely touching the path with his feet. Who has performed and done this,
calling the generations from the beginning? I, the LORD, am first, and will be with the last. The
coastlands have seen and are afraid, the ends of the earth tremble; they have drawn near and
come. Each one helps the other, saying to one another, “Take courage!” The artisan encourages
the goldsmith, and the one who smooths with the hammer encourages the one who strikes the
anvil, saying of the soldering, “It is good”; and they fasten it with nails so that it cannot be
moved. But you, Israel, my servant, Jacob, whom I have chosen, the offspring of Abraham, my
friend; you whom I took from the ends of the earth, and called from its farthest corners, saying to
you, “You are my servant, I have chosen you and not cast you off”; do not fear, for I am with
you, do not be afraid, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you
with my victorious right hand. Yes, all who are incensed against you shall be ashamed and
disgraced; those who strive against you shall be as nothing and shall perish. You shall seek those
who contend with you, but you shall not find them; those who war against you shall be as
nothing at all. For I, the LORD your God, hold your right hand; it is I who say to you, “Do not
fear, I will help you.” Do not fear, you worm Jacob, you insect Israel! I will help you, says the
Lord; your Redeemer is the Holy One of Israel. Now, I will make of you a threshing sledge,
sharp, new, and having teeth; you shall thresh the mountains and crush them, and you shall make
the hills like chaff. You shall winnow them and the wind shall carry them away, and the tempest
shall scatter them. Then you shall rejoice in the LORD; in the Holy One of Israel you shall glory.
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Gospel Reading

Mark 1:29-45

A Reading from Mark.
As soon as he left the synagogue, Jesus entered the house of Simon and Andrew, with James and
John. Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they told him about her at once.
He came and took her by the hand and lifted her up. Then the fever left her, and she began to
serve them. That evening, at sundown, they brought to him all who were sick or possessed with
demons. And the whole city was gathered around the door. And he cured many who were sick
with various diseases, and cast out many demons; and he would not permit the demons to speak,
because they knew him. In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a
deserted place, and there he prayed. And Simon and his companions hunted for him. When they
found him, they said to him, “Everyone is searching for you.” He answered, “Let us go on to the
neighboring towns, so that I may proclaim the message there also; for that is what I came out to
do.” And he went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the message in their synagogues and casting
out demons. A leper came to him begging him, and kneeling he said to him, “If you choose, you
can make me clean.” Moved with pity, Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him, and said to
him, “I do choose. Be made clean!” Immediately the leprosy left him, and he was made clean.
After sternly warning him he sent him away at once, saying to him, “See that you say nothing to
anyone; but go, show yourself to the priest, and offer for your cleansing what Moses
commanded, as a testimony to them.” But he went out and began to proclaim it freely, and to
spread the word, so that Jesus could no longer go into a town openly, but stayed out in the
country; and people came to him from every quarter.

Collect of the Day
The Officiant then says

Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him your beloved
Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into his Name may
keep the covenant they have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and Savior; who with you
and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of the People

A Prayer in Time of Great Sickness and Mortality
O most mighty and merciful God, in this time of grievous sickness, we flee unto thee for succor.
Deliver us, we beseech thee, from our peril; give strength and skill to all those who minister to
the sick; prosper the means made use of for their cure; and grant that, perceiving how frail and
uncertain our life is, we may apply our hearts unto that heavenly wisdom which leadeth to
eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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For the Oppressed
Look with pity, O heavenly Father, upon the people in this land who live with injustice, terror,
disease, and death as their constant companions. Have mercy upon us. Help us to eliminate our
cruelty to these our neighbors. Strengthen those who spend their lives establishing equal
protection of the law and equal opportunities for all. And grant that every one of us may enjoy a
fair portion of the riches of this land; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For our Country
Almighty God, who has given us this good land for our heritage: We humbly ask you that we
may always prove ourselves a people mindful of your favor and glad to do your will. Bless our
land with honorable industry, sound learning, and pure manners. Save us from violence, discord,
and confusion; from pride and arrogance, and from every evil way. Defend our liberties, and
fashion into one united people the multitudes brought here out of many kindreds and tongues.
Endue with the spirit of wisdom those to whom in your Name we entrust the authority of
government, that there may be justice and peace at home, and that, through obedience to your
law, we may show forth your praise among the nations of the earth. In the time of prosperity, fill
our hearts with thankfulness, and in the day of trouble, suffer not our trust in you to fail; all
which we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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