Morning Prayer
The First Friday After the Epiphany

Friday, January 15, 2021

Psalms Appointed

Psalms 16 & 17

Readings
A period of silence will follow each reading.

First Reading

Isaiah 42:1-17

The people remain seated.

A Reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.
Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my spirit
upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it
heard in the street; a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench;
he will faithfully bring forth justice. He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has established
justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his teaching. Thus says God, the LORD, who
created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what comes from it,
who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: I am the LORD, I have
called you in righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a
covenant to the people, a light to the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the
prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. I am the LORD, that is my
name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. See, the former things have come to
pass, and new things I now declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of them.
Sing to the LORD a new song, his praise from the end of the earth! Let the sea roar and all that
fills it, the coastlands and their inhabitants. Let the desert and its towns lift up their voice, the
villages that Kedar inhabits; let the inhabitants of Sela sing for joy, let them shout from the tops
of the mountains. Let them give glory to the Lord, and declare his praise in the coastlands. The
LORD goes forth like a soldier, like a warrior he stirs up his fury; he cries out, he shouts aloud, he
shows himself mighty against his foes. For a long time I have held my peace, I have kept still
and restrained myself; now I will cry out like a woman in labor, I will gasp and pant. I will lay
waste mountains and hills, and dry up all their herbage; I will turn the rivers into islands, and dry
up the pools. I will lead the blind by a road they do not know, by paths they have not known I
will guide them. I will turn the darkness before them into light, the rough places into level
ground. These are the things I will do, and I will not forsake them. They shall be turned back and
utterly put to shame—those who trust in carved images, who say to cast images, “You are our
gods.”

1

Gospel Reading

Mark 2:13-22

A Reading from Mark.
Jesus went out again beside the sea; the whole crowd gathered around him, and he taught them.
As he was walking along, he saw Levi son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax booth, and he said to
him, “Follow me.” And he got up and followed him. And as he sat at dinner in Levi’s house,
many tax collectors and sinners were also sitting with Jesus and his disciples—for there were
many who followed him. When the scribes of the Pharisees saw that he was eating with sinners
and tax collectors, they said to his disciples, “Why does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?”
When Jesus heard this, he said to them, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but
those who are sick; I have come to call not the righteous but sinners.” Now John’s disciples and
the Pharisees were fasting; and people came and said to him, “Why do John’s disciples and the
disciples of the Pharisees fast, but your disciples do not fast?” Jesus said to them, “The wedding
guests cannot fast while the bridegroom is with them, can they? As long as they have the
bridegroom with them, they cannot fast. The days will come when the bridegroom is taken away
from them, and then they will fast on that day. No one sews a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old
cloak; otherwise, the patch pulls away from it, the new from the old, and a worse tear is made.
And no one puts new wine into old wineskins; otherwise, the wine will burst the skins, and the
wine is lost, and so are the skins; but one puts new wine into fresh wineskins.”

Collect of the Day
The Officiant then says

Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him your beloved
Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into his Name may
keep the covenant they have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and Savior; who with you
and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of the People

A Prayer in Time of Great Sickness and Mortality
O most mighty and merciful God, in this time of grievous sickness, we flee unto thee for succor.
Deliver us, we beseech thee, from our peril; give strength and skill to all those who minister to
the sick; prosper the means made use of for their cure; and grant that, perceiving how frail and
uncertain our life is, we may apply our hearts unto that heavenly wisdom which leadeth to
eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For the Oppressed
Look with pity, O heavenly Father, upon the people in this land who live with injustice, terror,
disease, and death as their constant companions. Have mercy upon us. Help us to eliminate our
cruelty to these our neighbors. Strengthen those who spend their lives establishing equal
protection of the law and equal opportunities for all. And grant that every one of us may enjoy a
fair portion of the riches of this land; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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For our Country
Almighty God, who has given us this good land for our heritage: We humbly ask you that we
may always prove ourselves a people mindful of your favor and glad to do your will. Bless our
land with honorable industry, sound learning, and pure manners. Save us from violence, discord,
and confusion; from pride and arrogance, and from every evil way. Defend our liberties, and
fashion into one united people the multitudes brought here out of many kindreds and tongues.
Endue with the spirit of wisdom those to whom in your Name we entrust the authority of
government, that there may be justice and peace at home, and that, through obedience to your
law, we may show forth your praise among the nations of the earth. In the time of prosperity, fill
our hearts with thankfulness, and in the day of trouble, suffer not our trust in you to fail; all
which we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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