Morning Prayer
The First Saturday After the Epiphany

Saturday, January 16, 2021

Psalms Appointed

Psalms 20—21:1-7(8-14)

Readings
A period of silence will follow each reading.

First Reading

Isaiah 43:1-13

A Reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.
Thus says the LORD, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: Do not fear, for
I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. When you pass through the
waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk
through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. For I am the LORD
your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. I give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba
in exchange for you. Because you are precious in my sight, and honored, and I love you, I give
people in return for you, nations in exchange for your life. Do not fear, for I am with you; I will
bring your offspring from the east, and from the west I will gather you; I will say to the north,
“Give them up,” and to the south, “Do not withhold, bring my sons from far away and my
daughters from the end of the earth—everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for
my glory, whom I formed and made.” Bring forth the people who are blind, yet have eyes, who
are deaf, yet have ears! Let all the nations gather together, and let the peoples assemble. Who
among them declared this, and foretold to us the former things? Let them bring their witnesses to
justify them, and let them hear and say, “It is true.” You are my witnesses, says the LORD, and
my servant whom I have chosen, so that you may know and believe me and understand that I am
he. Before me no god was formed, nor shall there be any after me. I, I am the LORD, and besides
me there is no savior. I declared and saved and proclaimed, when there was no strange god
among you; and you are my witnesses, says the LORD. I am God, and also henceforth I am He;
there is no one who can deliver from my hand; I work and who can hinder it?
Gospel Reading

Mark 2:23—3:6

A Reading from Mark.
One sabbath Jesus and his disciples were going through the grainfields; and as they made their
way his disciples began to pluck heads of grain. The Pharisees said to him, “Look, why are they
doing what is not lawful on the sabbath?” And he said to them, “Have you never read what
David did when he and his companions were hungry and in need of food? He entered the house
of God, when Abiathar was high priest, and ate the bread of the Presence, which it is not lawful
for any but the priests to eat, and he gave some to his companions.” Then he said to them, “The
sabbath was made for humankind, and not humankind for the sabbath; so the Son of Man is lord
even of the sabbath.” Again he entered the synagogue, and a man was there who had a withered
hand. They watched him to see whether he would cure him on the sabbath, so that they might
accuse him. And he said to the man who had the withered hand, “Come forward.” Then he said
to them, “Is it lawful to do good or to do harm on the sabbath, to save life or to kill?” But they
1

were silent. He looked around at them with anger; he was grieved at their hardness of heart and
said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He stretched it out, and his hand was restored. The
Pharisees went out and immediately conspired with the Herodians against him, how to destroy
him.

Collect of the Day
The Officiant then says

Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him your beloved
Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into his Name may
keep the covenant they have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and Savior; who with you
and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

A Collect for Sundays
O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection of your Son
our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through our worship of you, that the week to come may
be spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Prayers of the People

A Prayer in Time of Great Sickness and Mortality
O most mighty and merciful God, in this time of grievous sickness, we flee unto thee for succor.
Deliver us, we beseech thee, from our peril; give strength and skill to all those who minister to
the sick; prosper the means made use of for their cure; and grant that, perceiving how frail and
uncertain our life is, we may apply our hearts unto that heavenly wisdom which leadeth to
eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For the Oppressed
Look with pity, O heavenly Father, upon the people in this land who live with injustice, terror,
disease, and death as their constant companions. Have mercy upon us. Help us to eliminate our
cruelty to these our neighbors. Strengthen those who spend their lives establishing equal
protection of the law and equal opportunities for all. And grant that every one of us may enjoy a
fair portion of the riches of this land; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For our Country
Almighty God, who has given us this good land for our heritage: We humbly ask you that we
may always prove ourselves a people mindful of your favor and glad to do your will. Bless our
land with honorable industry, sound learning, and pure manners. Save us from violence, discord,
and confusion; from pride and arrogance, and from every evil way. Defend our liberties, and
fashion into one united people the multitudes brought here out of many kindreds and tongues.
Endue with the spirit of wisdom those to whom in your Name we entrust the authority of
government, that there may be justice and peace at home, and that, through obedience to your
law, we may show forth your praise among the nations of the earth. In the time of prosperity, fill
our hearts with thankfulness, and in the day of trouble, suffer not our trust in you to fail; all
which we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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