Evening Prayer
The Fifth Monday of Easter

Monday, May 3, 2021

Elisabeth Cruciger, Poet and Hymnographer, 1535
The Officiant says

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Confession of Sin
The Officiant then says

Let us confess our sins to God.
Silence may be kept.
Officiant and People

God of all mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other,
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,
the evil we have done,
and the evil done on our behalf.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us
through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love
and serve only your will. Amen.
The Officiant stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive all your sins through the grace of Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep
you in eternal life. Amen.
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Invitatory and Psalter
Lord, open our lips.
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Officiant
People

Officiant and People

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.
O Gracious Light
Phos hilaron
O gracious Light,
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven,
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!
Now as we come to the setting of the sun,
and our eyes behold the vesper light,
we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices,
O Son of God, O Giver of life,
and to be glorified through all the worlds.
Psalms Appointed

Psalms 64 & 65

Psalm 64

Exaudi, Deus

1 Hear my voice, O God, when I complain; *

protect my life from fear of the enemy.
2 Hide me from the conspiracy of the wicked, *

from the mob of evildoers.
3 They sharpen their tongue like a sword, *

and aim their bitter words like arrows,
4 That they may shoot down the blameless from ambush; *

they shoot without warning and are not afraid.
5 They hold fast to their evil course; *

they plan how they may hide their snares.
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6 They say, “Who will see us?

who will find out our crimes? *
we have thought out a perfect plot.”
7 The human mind and heart are a mystery; *

but God will loose an arrow at them,
and suddenly they will be wounded.
8 He will make them trip over their tongues, *

and all who see them will shake their heads.
9 Everyone will stand in awe and declare God’s deeds; *

they will recognize his works.
10 The righteous will rejoice in the LORD and put their trust in him, *

and all who are true of heart will glory.
Psalm 65

Te decet hymnus

1 You are to be praised, O God, in Zion; *

to you shall vows be performed in Jerusalem.
2 To you that hear prayer shall all flesh come, *

because of their transgressions.
3 Our sins are stronger than we are, *

but you will blot them out.
4 Happy are they whom you choose

and draw to your courts to dwell there! *
they will be satisfied by the beauty of your house,
by the holiness of your temple.
5 Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness,

O God of our salvation, *
O Hope of all the ends of the earth
and of the seas that are far away.
6 You make fast the mountains by your power; *

they are girded about with might.
7 You still the roaring of the seas, *

the roaring of their waves,
and the clamor of the peoples.
8 Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your
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marvelous signs; *
you make the dawn and the dusk to sing for joy.
9 You visit the earth and water it abundantly;

you make it very plenteous; *
the river of God is full of water.
10 You prepare the grain, *

for so you provide for the earth.
11 You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; *

with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase.
12 You crown the year with your goodness, *

and your paths overflow with plenty.
13 May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, *

and the hills be clothed with joy.
14 May the meadows cover themselves with flocks,

and the valleys cloak themselves with grain; *
let them shout for joy and sing.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Readings
A period of silence will follow each reading.

First Reading

Colossians 3:18—4:1-18

A Reading from Paul’s letter to the church in Colossus.
Wives, be subject to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. Husbands, love your
wives and never treat them harshly. Children, obey your parents in everything, for
this is your acceptable duty in the Lord. Fathers, do not provoke your children, or
they may lose heart. Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything, not only
while being watched and in order to please them, but wholeheartedly, fearing the
Lord. Whatever your task, put yourselves into it, as done for the Lord and not for
your masters, since you know that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance
as your reward; you serve the Lord Christ. For the wrongdoer will be paid back for
whatever wrong has been done, and there is no partiality. Masters, treat your slaves
justly and fairly, for you know that you also have a Master in heaven.
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Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with thanksgiving. At the same
time pray for us as well that God will open to us a door for the word, that we may
declare the mystery of Christ, for which I am in prison, so that I may reveal it
clearly, as I should. Conduct yourselves wisely toward outsiders, making the most
of the time. Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you
may know how you ought to answer everyone. Tychicus will tell you all the news
about me; he is a beloved brother, a faithful minister, and a fellow servant in the
Lord. I have sent him to you for this very purpose, so that you may know how we
are and that he may encourage your hearts; he is coming with Onesimus, the
faithful and beloved brother, who is one of you. They will tell you about
everything here. Aristarchus my fellow prisoner greets you, as does Mark the
cousin of Barnabas, concerning whom you have received instructions—if he comes
to you, welcome him. And Jesus who is called Justus greets you. These are the
only ones of the circumcision among my co-workers for the kingdom of God, and
they have been a comfort to me. Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ
Jesus, greets you. He is always wrestling in his prayers on your behalf, so that you
may stand mature and fully assured in everything that God wills. For I testify for
him that he has worked hard for you and for those in Laodicea and in Hierapolis.
Luke, the beloved physician, and Demas greet you. Give my greetings to the
brothers and sisters in Laodicea, and to Nympha and the church in her house. And
when this letter has been read among you, have it read also in the church of the
Laodiceans; and see that you read also the letter from Laodicea. And say to
Archippus, “See that you complete the task that you have received in the Lord.” I,
Paul, write this greeting with my own hand. Remember my chains. Grace be with
you.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Canticle A

A Song of Wisdom

Wisdom freed from a nation of oppressors *
a holy people and a blameless race.
She entered the soul of a servant of the Lord, *
withstood dread rulers with wonders and signs.
To the saints she gave the reward of their labors, *
and led them by a marvelous way;
She was their shelter by day *
and a blaze of stars by night.
She brought them across the Red Sea, *
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Sapientia liberavit

she led them through mighty waters;
But their enemies she swallowed in the waves *
and spewed them out from the depths of the abyss.
And then, Lord, the righteous sang hymns to your Name, *
and praised with one voice your protecting hand;
For Wisdom opened the mouths of the mute, *
and gave speech to the tongues of a new-born people.
Gospel Reading

Luke 7:36-50

A Reading from Luke.
One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to eat with him, and he went into the Pharisee’s
house and took his place at the table. And a woman in the city, who was a sinner,
having learned that he was eating in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster jar
of ointment. She stood behind him at his feet, weeping, and began to bathe his feet
with her tears and to dry them with her hair. Then she continued kissing his feet
and anointing them with the ointment. Now when the Pharisee who had invited
him saw it, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would have known
who and what kind of woman this is who is touching him—that she is a sinner.”
Jesus spoke up and said to him, “Simon, I have something to say to you.”
“Teacher,” he replied, “Speak.” “A certain creditor had two debtors; one owed five
hundred denarii, and the other fifty. When they could not pay, he canceled the
debts for both of them. Now which of them will love him more?” Simon answered,
“I suppose the one for whom he canceled the greater debt.” And Jesus said to him,
“You have judged rightly.” Then turning toward the woman, he said to Simon, “Do
you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave me no water for my feet, but
she has bathed my feet with her tears and dried them with her hair. You gave me
no kiss, but from the time I came in she has not stopped kissing my feet. You did
not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with ointment.
Therefore, I tell you, her sins, which were many, have been forgiven; hence she
has shown great love. But the one to whom little is forgiven, loves little.” Then he
said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” But those who were at the table with him
began to say among themselves, “Who is this who even forgives sins?” And he
said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Canticle 17

The Song of Simeon

Lord, you now have set your servant free *
to go in peace as you have promised;
For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, *
whom you have prepared for all the world to see:
A Light to enlighten the nations, *
and the glory of your people Israel.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
A Reading from The Church Fathers
Elisabeth Cruciger Poet and Hymnographer, 1535
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Nunc dimittis

Prayers
Officiant
People
Officiant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Officiant and People

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.
The Officiant and People say responsively

Suffrages B.
That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful,
We entreat you, O Lord.
That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill,
We entreat you, O Lord.
That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses,
We entreat you, O Lord.
That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world,
We entreat you, O Lord.
That we may depart this life in your faith and fear, and not be condemned before
the great judgment seat of Christ,
We entreat you, O Lord.
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That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit in the communion of Elisabeth
Cruciger and all your saints, entrusting one another and all our life to Christ,
We entreat you, O Lord.
Collect of the Day
The Officiant then says

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to
know your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may
steadfastly follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus
Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Elisabeth Cruciger
Pour out your Spirit upon all of your sons and daughters, Almighty God, that like
your servant Elisabeth Cruciger our lips may praise you, our lives may bless you,
and our worship may give you glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
A Collect for Peace
Most holy God, the source of all good desires, all right judgments, and all just
works: Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, so that
our minds may be fixed on the doing of your will, and that we, being delivered
from the fear of all enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through the mercies
of Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen.
Prayer for Mission
O God, you manifest in your servants the signs of your presence: Send forth upon
us the Spirit of love, that in companionship with one another your abounding grace
may increase among us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Prayers of the People
Intercessor
Authorized intercessions and thanksgivings may follow.
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A Prayer in Time of Great Sickness and Mortality
O most mighty and merciful God, in this time of grievous sickness, we flee unto
thee for succor. Deliver us, we beseech thee, from our peril; give strength and skill
to all those who minister to the sick; prosper the means made use of for their cure;
and grant that, perceiving how frail and uncertain our life is, we may apply our
hearts unto that heavenly wisdom which leadeth to eternal life; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
For the Oppressed
Look with pity, O heavenly Father, upon the people in this land who live with
injustice, terror, disease, and death as their constant companions. Have mercy upon
us. Help us to eliminate our cruelty to these our neighbors. Strengthen those who
spend their lives establishing equal protection of the law and equal opportunities
for all. And grant that every one of us may enjoy a fair portion of the riches of this
land; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved
Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the
midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us;
granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life
everlasting. Amen.
Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.
Officiant

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask
or imagine: Glory to God from generation to generation in the Church, and in
Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20,21
Announcements
Announcements may be made at this point in the service.
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Elisabeth Cruciger, Poet and Hymnographer, 1535
Elisabeth Cruciger was a friend and coworker of Martin Luther, and the first
female hymn writer of the Protestant Reformation. Elisabeth entered monastic life
as a young woman, but through books that were smuggled into the monastery she
became convinced of the teachings of the Protestant Reformation and left the
convent for Wittenberg. She would eventually marry Caspar Cruciger, who was a
professor of theology.
Elisabeth embarked on an active ministry as a hymn writer, producing a number of
compositions that helped to teach the Christian faith to laypeople. According
to one account, she once dreamed she was standing in the pulpit of the Wittenberg
church preaching. When she told Caspar this, he replied that whenever the church
sang one of her hymns, she was indeed preaching, just as much as if she had
spoken the words from the pulpit. She died when she was in her mid-thirties.
Elisabeth’s hymn “Lord Christ, God’s Only Dear Son” was translated into English
by Miles Coverdale, and was one of the most popular hymns used by Anglicans in
the sixteenth century. It is still included in most Lutheran hymnals, and is #309 in
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, the current hymnal of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America.
The following is the English translation of her hymn translated by Anglican priest
Arthur Tozer Russell in 1850:
1. The only Son from heaven, foretold by ancient seers, by God the Father
given, in human form appears. No sphere his light confining, no star so
brightly shining, As he, our Morningstar.
2. Oh, times of God appointed, Oh bright and holy morn! He comes, the king
anointed, the Christ, the virgin-born, Grim death to vanquish for us, to open
heav’n before us And bring us life again.
3. Awaken, Lord, our spirit to know and love you more, In faith to stand
unshaken, in spirit to adore, That we, through this world moving, each
glimpse of heaven proving, May reap his fullness there.
4. O Father, here before you with God the Holy Ghost, And Jesus we adore
you, O pride of angel host: Before you mortals lowly cry: “Holy, holy, holy,
O blessed Trinity!”
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