Evening Prayer
The Fifth Tuesday of Easter

Tuesday, May 4, 2021

Monica, Mother of Augustine of Hippo, 387
The Officiant says

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!
On this day the Lord has acted; we will rejoice and be glad in it.

Psalm 118:24

Confession of Sin
The Officiant then says

Let us confess our sins to God.
Silence may be kept.
Officiant and People

God of all mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other,
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,
the evil we have done,
and the evil done on our behalf.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us
through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love
and serve only your will. Amen.
The Officiant stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive all your sins through the grace of Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep
you in eternal life. Amen.
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Invitatory and Psalter
Lord, open our lips.
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Officiant
People

Officiant and People

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.
O Gracious Light
Phos hilaron
O gracious Light,
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven,
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!
Now as we come to the setting of the sun,
and our eyes behold the vesper light,
we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices,
O Son of God, O Giver of life,
and to be glorified through all the worlds.
Psalms Appointed

Psalm 68:1-20(21-23)24-36

Psalm 68:1-20(21-23)24-36

Exsurgat Deus

1 Let God arise, and let his enemies be scattered; *

let those who hate him flee before him.
2 Let them vanish like smoke when the wind drives it away; *

as the wax melts at the fire, so let the wicked perish at
the presence of God.
3 But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; *

let them also be merry and joyful.
4 Sing to God, sing praises to his Name;

exalt him who rides upon the heavens; *
YAHWEH is his Name, rejoice before him!
5 Father of orphans, defender of widows, *

God in his holy habitation!
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6 God gives the solitary a home and brings forth prisoners

into freedom; *
but the rebels shall live in dry places.
7 O God, when you went forth before your people, *

when you marched through the wilderness,
8 The earth shook, and the skies poured down rain,

at the presence of God, the God of Sinai, *
at the presence of God, the God of Israel.
9 You sent a gracious rain, O God, upon your inheritance; *

you refreshed the land when it was weary.
10 Your people found their home in it; *

in your goodness, O God, you have made provision
for the poor.
11 The Lord gave the word; *

great was the company of women who bore the tidings:
12 “Kings with their armies are fleeing away; *

the women at home are dividing the spoils.”
13 Though you lingered among the sheepfolds, *

you shall be like a dove whose wings are covered with silver,
whose feathers are like green gold.
14 When the Almighty scattered kings, *

it was like snow falling in Zalmon.
15 O mighty mountain, O hill of Bashan! *

O rugged mountain, O hill of Bashan!
16 Why do you look with envy, O rugged mountain,

at the hill which God chose for his resting place? *
truly, the LORD will dwell there for ever.
17 The chariots of God are twenty thousand,

even thousands of thousands; *
the Lord comes in holiness from Sinai.
18 You have gone up on high and led captivity captive;

you have received gifts even from your enemies, *
that the LORD God might dwell among them.
19 Blessed be the Lord day by day, *
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the God of our salvation, who bears our burdens.
20 He is our God, the God of our salvation; *

God is the LORD, by whom we escape death.
21 [God shall crush the heads of his enemies, *

and the hairy scalp of those who go on still in their
wickedness.
22 The Lord has said, “I will bring them back from Bashan; *

I will bring them back from the depths of the sea;
23 That your foot may be dipped in blood, *

the tongues of your dogs in the blood of your enemies.”]
24 They see your procession, O God, *

your procession into the sanctuary, my God and my King.
25 The singers go before, musicians follow after, *

in the midst of maidens playing upon the hand-drums.
26 Bless God in the congregation; *

bless the LORD, you that are of the fountain of Israel.
27 There is Benjamin, least of the tribes, at the head;

the princes of Judah in a company; *
and the princes of Zebulon and Naphtali.
28 Send forth your strength, O God; *

establish, O God, what you have wrought for us.
29 Kings shall bring gifts to you, *

for your temple’s sake at Jerusalem.
30 Rebuke the wild beast of the reeds, *

and the peoples, a herd of wild bulls with its calves.
31 Trample down those who lust after silver; *

scatter the peoples that delight in war.
32 Let tribute be brought out of Egypt; *

let Ethiopia stretch out her hands to God.
33 Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; *

sing praises to the Lord.
34 He rides in the heavens, the ancient heavens; *

he sends forth his voice, his mighty voice.
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35 Ascribe power to God; *

his majesty is over Israel;
his strength is in the skies.
36 How wonderful is God in his holy places! *

the God of Israel giving strength and power to his people!
Blessed be God!
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Readings
A period of silence will follow each reading.

First Reading

Romans 12:1-21

A Reading from Paul’s letter to the Church in Rome.
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your
spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is
good and acceptable and perfect. For by the grace given to me I say to everyone
among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to
think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has
assigned. For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members
have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and
individually we are members one of another. We have gifts that differ according to
the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the
teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the
leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. Let love be genuine; hate
what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual affection;
outdo one another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve
the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute
to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. Bless those who
persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep
with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but
associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. Do not repay
anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. If it is
possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never
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avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written,
“Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” No, “if your enemies are hungry,
feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you
will heap burning coals on their heads.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome
evil with good.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Canticle D

A Song of the Wilderness

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, *
the desert shall rejoice and blossom;
It shall blossom abundantly, *
and rejoice with joy and singing.
They shall see the glory of the Lord, *
the majesty of our God.
Strengthen the weary hands, *
and make firm the feeble knees.
Say to the anxious, “Be strong, do not fear! *
Here is your God, coming with judgment to save you.”
Then shall the eyes of the blind be opened, *
and the ears of the deaf be unstopped.
Then shall the lame leap like a deer, *
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness *
and streams in the desert;
The burning sand shall become a pool *
and the thirsty ground, springs of water.
The ransomed of God shall return with singing, *
with everlasting joy upon their heads.
Joy and gladness shall be theirs, *
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.
Gospel Reading

Luke 8:1-15

A Reading from Luke.
Soon after being anointed by the woman who was a sinner, Jesus went on through
cities and villages, proclaiming and bringing the good news of the kingdom of
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God. The twelve were with him, as well as some women who had been cured of
evil spirits and infirmities: Mary, called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had
gone out, and Joanna, the wife of Herod’s steward Chuza, and Susanna, and many
others, who provided for them out of their resources. When a great crowd gathered
and people from town after town came to him, he said in a parable: “A sower went
out to sow his seed; and as he sowed, some fell on the path and was trampled on,
and the birds of the air ate it up. Some fell on the rock; and as it grew up, it
withered for lack of moisture. Some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew with it
and choked it. Some fell into good soil, and when it grew, it produced a
hundredfold.” As he said this, he called out, “Let anyone with ears to hear listen!”
Then his disciples asked him what this parable meant. He said, “To you it has been
given to know the secrets of the kingdom of God; but to others I speak in parables,
so that ‘looking they may not perceive, and listening they may not understand.’
Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. The ones on the path are
those who have heard; then the devil comes and takes away the word from their
hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved. The ones on the rock are those
who, when they hear the word, receive it with joy. But these have no root; they
believe only for a while and in a time of testing fall away. As for what fell among
the thorns, these are the ones who hear; but as they go on their way, they are
choked by the cares and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not
mature. But as for that in the good soil, these are the ones who, when they hear the
word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bear fruit with patient
endurance.”
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Canticle 15

The Song of Mary

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in you, O God my Savior, *
for you have looked with favor on your lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed: *
you, the Almighty, have done great things for me,
and holy is your name.
You have mercy on those who fear you *
from generation to generation.
You have shown strength with your arm *
and scattered the proud in their conceit,
Casting down the mighty from their thrones *
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Magnificat

and lifting up the lowly.
You have filled the hungry with good things *
and sent the rich away empty.
You have come to the help of your servant Israel, *
for you have remembered your promise of mercy,
The promise made to our forebears, *
to Abraham and his children for ever.
A Reading from The Church Fathers
Monica Mother of Augustine of Hippo, 387
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers
Officiant
People
Officiant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Officiant and People
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Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.
The Officiant and People say responsively

Suffrages B.
That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful,
We entreat you, O Lord.
That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill,
We entreat you, O Lord.
That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses,
We entreat you, O Lord.
That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world,
We entreat you, O Lord.
That we may depart this life in your faith and fear, and not be condemned before
the great judgment seat of Christ,
We entreat you, O Lord.
That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit in the communion of Monica
and all your saints, entrusting one another and all our life to Christ,
We entreat you, O Lord.
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Collect of the Day
The Officiant then says

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to
know your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may
steadfastly follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus
Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Monica
Deepen our devotion, O Lord, and use us in accordance with your will; that
inspired by the example of your servant Monica, we may bring others to
acknowledge Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord; who with you and the Holy Spirit
lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
A Collect for Aid against Perils
Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in your great mercy defend us from all
perils and dangers of this night; for the love of your only Son, our Savior Jesus
Christ. Amen.
Prayer for Mission
O God, you manifest in your servants the signs of your presence: Send forth upon
us the Spirit of love, that in companionship with one another your abounding grace
may increase among us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Prayers of the People
Intercessor
Authorized intercessions and thanksgivings may follow.

A Prayer in Time of Great Sickness and Mortality
O most mighty and merciful God, in this time of grievous sickness, we flee unto
thee for succor. Deliver us, we beseech thee, from our peril; give strength and skill
to all those who minister to the sick; prosper the means made use of for their cure;
and grant that, perceiving how frail and uncertain our life is, we may apply our
hearts unto that heavenly wisdom which leadeth to eternal life; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
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For the Oppressed
Look with pity, O heavenly Father, upon the people in this land who live with
injustice, terror, disease, and death as their constant companions. Have mercy upon
us. Help us to eliminate our cruelty to these our neighbors. Strengthen those who
spend their lives establishing equal protection of the law and equal opportunities
for all. And grant that every one of us may enjoy a fair portion of the riches of this
land; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved
Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the
midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us;
granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life
everlasting. Amen.
Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.
Officiant

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask
or imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and in
Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20, 21
Announcements
Announcements may be made at this point in the service.
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Monica, Mother of Augustine of Hippo, 387
Monica’s life story is enshrined in the spiritual autobiography of her eldest son,
The Confessions of Saint Augustine. Born in North Africa about 331, of Berber
parents, Monica was married to a pagan Latinized provincial of Tagaste named
Patricius. Early in their marriage Patricius could be violent and abusive, although
over the course of their life together he seems to have worked to improve his
temper. In Monica’s earlier years she was not without worldly ambitions and
tastes, and in particular she struggled with a tendency to drink too much wine—a
temptation that she gradually overcame. Over time, she grew in Christian maturity
and spiritual insight through an ever-deepening life of prayer.
Her ambition for her gifted son was transformed into a passionate desire for his
conversion to Christ. She had longed for all three of her children to be baptized,
but her husband insisted that nothing be done until they were adults and could
decide for themselves. Augustine took a particularly slow and circuitous path to
Christianity, but Monica never gave up hope for his conversion. After his baptism
in Milan in 387 by Bishop Ambrose, Augustine and his mother, together with a
younger brother, planned to return home to Africa. While awaiting ship at Ostia,
the port of Rome, however, Monica fell ill.
Augustine writes, “One day during her illness she had a fainting spell and lost
consciousness for a short time. We hurried to her bedside, but she soon regained
consciousness and looked up at my brother and me as we stood beside her. With a
puzzled look, she asked, ‘Where was I?’ Then, watching us closely as we stood
there speechless with grief, she said, ‘You will bury your mother here.’”
Augustine’s brother expressed sorrow, for her sake, that she would die so far from
her own country. She said to the two brothers, “It does not matter where you bury
my body. Do not let that worry you. All I ask of you is that, wherever you may be,
you should remember me at the altar of the Lord.” To the question of whether she
was afraid at the thought of leaving her body in an alien land, she replied, “Nothing
is far from God, and I need have no fear that he will not know where to find me,
when he comes to raise me to life at the end of the world.”
Recent excavations at Ostia have uncovered her original tomb. Her mortal remains,
however, were transferred in 1430 to the Church of St. Augustine in Rome.
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