Holy Eucharist
The Fifth Wednesday of Easter

Wednesday, May 5, 2021

Martyrs of the Reformation Era

Liturgy of the Word;pl.lll
Entrance Rite
At the sound of the bell, all stand for the Entrance of the Ministers into the church.
All standing, the Celebrant says

People

Alleluia. Christ is risen.
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

The Celebrant says

Gracious God, we commend to your loving care all who suffer, especially those
who come seeking your healing grace for themselves or others. Give them patience
and hope in their distress; strengthen and uphold them in mind and body; and
grant, by your intervention, that all your people may be made whole according to
your desire, through Jesus Christ, in the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
The following is sung, all standing

Holy God,
Holy and Mighty,
Holy Immortal One.
Have mercy upon us.
Collect of the Day
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to
know your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may
steadfastly follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus
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Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Martyrs of the Reformation Era
Almighty and Most Merciful God, give to your church that peace which the world
cannot give, and grant that those who have been divided on earth may be
reconciled in heaven, and share together in the vision of your glory; through Jesus
Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
First Reading

Nehemiah 8:1-3,5-6,8-10

A Reading from the book of the prophet Nehemiah.
All the people gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They told
the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the Lord had given to
Israel. Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men
and women and all who could hear with understanding. This was on the first day of
the seventh month. He read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from
early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women and those
who could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the book of
the law. And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was
standing above all the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. Then
Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,”
lifting up their hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord with
their faces to the ground. So they read from the book, from the law of God, with
interpretation. They gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading. And
Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites
who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the Lord your
God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept when they heard the words of
the law. Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and
send portions of them to those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to
our Lord; and do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.”
Reader
People
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The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 51:10-17

Miserere mei, Deus

10 Hide your face from my sins *

and blot out all my iniquities.
11 Create in me a clean heart, O God, *

and renew a right spirit within me.
12 Cast me not away from your presence *

and take not your holy Spirit from me.
13 Give me the joy of your saving help again *

and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.
14 I shall teach your ways to the wicked, *

and sinners shall return to you.
15 Deliver me from death, O God, *

and my tongue shall sing of your righteousness,
O God of my salvation.
16 Open my lips, O Lord, *

and my mouth shall proclaim your praise.
17 Had you desired it, I would have offered sacrifice, *

but you take no delight in burnt-offerings.
Second Reading

2 Corinthians 4:7-15

A Reading from Paul’s Second letter to the Church in Corinth.
We have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this
extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come from us. We are afflicted
in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but
not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying in the body the death
of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be made visible in our bodies. For while
we live, we are always being given up to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of
Jesus may be made visible in our mortal flesh. So death is at work in us, but life in
you. But just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with
scripture—“I believed, and so I spoke”—we also believe, and so we speak,
because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with
Jesus, and will bring us with you into his presence. Yes, everything is for your
sake, so that grace, as it extends to more and more people, may increase
thanksgiving, to the glory of God.
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Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel
Priest
People

Matthew 7:1-12
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus opened his mouth and taught his disciples, saying: “Do not judge, so that you
may not be judged. For with the judgment you make you will be judged, and the
measure you give will be the measure you get. Why do you see the speck in your
neighbor’s eye, but do not notice the log in your own eye? Or how can you say to
your neighbor, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ while the log is in your
own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will
see clearly to take the speck out of your neighbor’s eye. Do not give what is holy
to dogs; and do not throw your pearls before swine, or they will trample them
under foot and turn and maul you. Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you
will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. For everyone who asks
receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door
will be opened. Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks for bread, will
give a stone? Or if the child asks for a fish, will give a snake? If you then, who are
evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your
Father in heaven give good things to those who ask him! In everything do to others
as you would have them do to you; for this is the law and the prophets.”
Priest
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon

Fr. Paul

A Litany of Healing
The Celebrant introduces the Litany with this bidding

Let us name before God those for whom we offer our prayers.
The Celebrant reads the list of intercessions
The People audibly name those for whom they are interceding. A Person appointed then leads
the Litany

God the Father, your will for all people is health and salvation;
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We praise you and thank you, O Lord.
God the Son, you came that we might have life, and might have it more
abundantly;
We praise you and thank you, O Lord.
God the Holy Spirit, you make our bodies the temple of your presence;
We praise you and thank you, O Lord.
Holy Trinity, one God, in you we live and move and have our being;
We praise you and thank you, O Lord.
Lord, grant your healing grace to all who are sick, injured, or disabled, that they
may be made whole;
Hear us, O Lord of life.
Grant to all who seek your guidance, and to all who are lonely, anxious, or
despondent, a knowledge of your will and an awareness of your presence;
Hear us, O Lord of life.
Mend broken relationships, and restore those in emotional distress to soundness of
mind and serenity of spirit;
Hear us, O Lord of life.
Bless physicians, nurses, and all others who minister to the suffering, granting
them wisdom and skill, sympathy and patience;
Hear us, O Lord of life.
Grant to the dying peace and a holy death, and uphold by the grace and consolation
of your Holy Spirit those who are bereaved;
Hear us, O Lord of life.
Restore to wholeness whatever is broken by human sin, in our lives, in our nation,
and in the world;
Hear us, O Lord of life.
You are the Lord who does wonders:
You have declared your power among the peoples.
With you, O Lord, is the well of life:
And in your light we see light.
Hear us, O Lord of life:
Heal us, and make us whole.
Let us pray.
The following collects are prayed.
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In Time of Great Sickness and Mortality.
O most mighty and merciful God, in this time of grave sickness, we come to you
for succor. Deliver us, we implore you, from our peril; give strength and skill to all
those who minister to the sick; prosper the means made use of for their cure; and
grant that, perceiving how frail and uncertain our life is, we may apply our hearts
to that heavenly wisdom which leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
For the Oppressed
Look with pity, O heavenly Father, upon the people in this land who live with
injustice, terror, disease, and death as their constant companions. Have mercy upon
us. Help us to eliminate our cruelty to these our neighbors. Strengthen those who
spend their lives establishing equal protection of the law and equal opportunities
for all. And grant that every one of us may enjoy a fair portion of the riches of this
land; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Celebrant concludes the Prayers with the following Collect.

Open us to your healing power, O God. We entrust ourselves to your care,
knowing that you are doing for us and for all the world far better things than we
can ask or imagine. With you as our companion and guide, strengthen us to hope
for all that is good, and to fear no evil. For your love is stronger than death, and
your faithfulness reaches to the heavens; and to you we give glory, Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit, now and to the ages of ages. Amen.
Litany Against Gun Violence
“Thus says our Lord GOD: a voice is heard in Ramah, mourning and bitter
weeping. Rachel, weeping for her children, refuses to be comforted, for her
children are no more.” Jeremiah 31:15
God, comforter of the broken and disheartened, we come to you plagued with an
agonized grief after yet one more outbreak of senseless gun violence.
O Lord, hear our cry to you.
We come to you, from the East to the West, from the North to the South, people of
all ages, ethnicities, and walks of life.
O Lord, hear our cry to you.
We represent one voice, the voice of bitter weeping echoing throughout our cities
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and resounding in communities throughout the world.
O Lord, hear our cry to you.
As violence abounds, we sit in the darkness, sitting alongside the suffering on the
mourner’s bench.
O Lord, hear our cry to you.
We are Rachel, mourning with wordless sobs, the lives of those sacrificed on the
altar of violence.
O Lord, hear our cry to you.
We are Rachel, weeping for the wounded, for those whose minds and bodies are
etched with painful memories of men’s unjustifiable rage.
O Lord, hear our cry to you.
We are Rachel, lamenting with the families who have lost loved ones whose cries
of despair join with those from tragedies of gun violence.
O Lord, hear our cry to you.
We are Rachel, perplexed with troubled souls, and searching for answers, seeking
to understand what would cause humans to inflict pain on their fellow sisters and
brothers.
O Lord, hear our cry to you.
We are Rachel, exasperated, grasping—crying out, “How long, O God?” How long
will this wave of violence consume your people? Amen.
A Prayer Against Gun Violence
Christ, you wept over a city. We are in deepest despair. As we weep over the dead
and injured killed by guns, in anguish, we recognize the blood stains of hatred. We
hear the sounds of fear, the echoes of gunshots — once again, once again.
Christ, you came to bring us peace. We turn to you in overwhelming sorrow. How
can we end this nightmare of violence? How can we build a world of inclusion, of
solidarity? Give us the grace to reflect deeply and to work ceaselessly to heal the
hearts; to stop the guns; to cherish all God’s children.
Christ, you endured violent suffering to bring us light. We pray for the dead; may
they rest in peace. We pray for the wounded; may they find healing. We pray for
our nation; may we end the hate. We pray for our global family; may we learn we
are one. Amen.
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Confession of Sin
The Celebrant says

Let us confess our sins to God.
Silence.
Minister and People

God of all mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other,
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,
the evil we have done,
and the evil done on our behalf.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us
through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love
and serve only your will. Amen.
The Priest stands and says

God, the Father of mercies, has reconciled the world to himself through the death
and resurrection of his Son, Jesus Christ, not holding our sins against us, but
sending his Holy Spirit to shed abroad his love among us. By the ministry of
reconciliation entrusted by Christ to his Church, receive his pardon and peace to
stand before him in his strength alone this day and for evermore. Amen.

Laying on of Hands and Anointing
I lay my hands upon you in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ, praying you will
be strengthened and filled with God’s grace, that you may know the healing power
of the Spirit. Amen.
The minister may add, in these or similar words

As you are outwardly anointed with this holy oil, so may our loving God give you
the inward anointing of the Holy Spirit. May God relieve your suffering and
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restore you in body, mind, and spirit. May all of us in the frailty of our flesh know
God’s healing power. Amen.
The minister concludes with following collect.

The almighty Lord, who is a strong tower for all who put their trust in him, whom
all things in heaven, on earth, and under the earth obey, be now and evermore your
defense. May you believe and trust that the only name under heaven given for
health and salvation is the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
A Prayer Attributed to St. Francis
Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is hatred, let us sow love;
where there is injury, pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt,
faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is
sadness, joy. Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to
be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love. For it is in giving that we
receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born
to eternal life. Amen.
Peace
Celebrant
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

Holy Communion
The Celebrant says

Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the victory, and the majesty.
For everything in heaven and on earth is yours. Yours, O Lord, is the kingdom, and
you are exalted as head over all. 1 Chronicles 29:11
Representatives of the congregation bring the people’s offerings of bread and wine, and money
or other gifts, to the deacon or celebrant. The people stand while the offerings are presented and
placed on the Altar.
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Great Thanksgiving
The people remain standing.
Presider
People
Presider
People
Presider
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. For by water and the Holy
Spirit you have made us a new people in Jesus Christ our Lord, to show forth your
glory in all the world.
All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places, our true and loving
God; through Jesus Christ, your eternal Word, the Wisdom from on high by whom
you created all things. You laid the foundations of the world and enclosed the sea
when it burst out from the womb; You brought forth all creatures of the earth and
gave breath to humankind. Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, all you create
is a sign of hope for our journey; And so as the morning stars sing your praises we
join the heavenly beings and all creation as we shout with joy:
The people stand or kneel.
The Celebrant continues

Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been silent; you
called a people to yourself, as a light to the nations, you delivered them from
bondage and led them to a land of promise. Of your grace, you gave Jesus to be
human, to share our life, to proclaim the coming of your holy reign and give
himself for us, a fragrant offering. Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, you have
freed us from sin, brought us into your life, reconciled us to you, and restored us to
the glory you intend for us.
We thank you that on the night before he died for us Jesus took bread, and when he
had given thanks to you, he broke it, gave it to his friends and said: “Take, eat, this
is my Body, broken for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
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After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his friends and
said: “Drink this, all of you: this cup is the new Covenant in my Blood, poured out
for you and for all for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
And so, remembering all that was done for us: the cross, the tomb, the resurrection
and ascension, longing for Christ’s coming in glory, and presenting to you these
gifts your earth has formed and human hands have made, we acclaim you, O
Christ:
Celebrant and People

Dying, you destroyed our death. Rising, you restored our life. Christ Jesus, come in
glory!
The Celebrant continues

Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that they
may be to us the Body and Blood of your Christ. Grant that we, burning with your
Spirit’s power, may be a people of hope, justice and love. Giver of Life, draw us
together in the Body of Christ, and in the fullness of time gather us with all your
people into the joy of our true eternal home. Through Christ and with Christ and in
Christ, by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, we worship you our God and Creator
in voices of unending praise.
Presider and People

Blessed are you now and for ever. AMEN.
The Celebrant then continues

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,
People and Celebrant

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.
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Breaking of the Bread
A period of silence is kept.

Whoever eats this bread will live for ever.
Whoever eats this bread will live for ever.
This is the true bread which comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.
Whoever eats this bread will live for ever.
Whoever believes in me shall not hunger or thirst,
for the bread which I give for the life of the world is my flesh.
Whoever eats this bread will live for ever.
The Celebrant says

The Gifts of God for the People of God.
The prayer of Spiritual Communion is for use by those who are viewing online.

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar.
I love you above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot now receive
you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. As though you have
already come, I embrace you and unite myself entirely to you; never permit me to
be separated from you. Amen. (St. Alphonsus de Liguori, 1696-1787)
All baptized persons are welcome to receive Holy Communion.
After Communion, the Celebrant says

Let us pray.
Celebrant and People

Loving God,
we give you thanks
for restoring us in your image
and nourishing us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood.
Now send us forth
a people, forgiven, healed, renewed;
that we may proclaim your love to the world
and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.
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Blessing
The priest blesses the people, saying

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the
great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make
you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is wellpleasing in his sight; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.
Announcements
Announcements may be made at this point in the service.

Dismissal
Celebrant
People

Alleluia, alleluia. Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the
power of the Spirit.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.
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