Morning Prayer
The Fifth Thursday of Easter

Thursday, May 6, 2021

The Officiant says

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Christ has entered, not into a sanctuary made with hands, a copy of the true one,
but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our
behalf. Hebrews 9:24
Confession of Sin
The Officiant then says

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.
Officiant and People

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Officiant stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit
keep you in eternal life. Amen.
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Invitatory and Psalter
Officiant
People

Lord, open our lips.
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Officiant and People

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.
Alleluia. The Lord is risen indeed: Come let us adore him. Alleluia.
Psalm 95:1-7
Venite
Come, let us sing to the Lord; *
let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *
and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.
(Antiphon) Alleluia.
For the Lord is a great God, *
and a great King above all gods.
In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *
and the heights of the hills are his also.
The sea is his, for he made it, *
and his hands have molded the dry land.
(Antiphon) Alleluia.
Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *
and kneel before the Lord our Maker.
For he is our God,
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. *
Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice!
(Antiphon) Alleluia.
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Psalms Appointed

Psalms 70 & 71

Psalm 70

Deus, in adjutorium

1 Be pleased, O God, to deliver me; *

O LORD, make haste to help me.
2 Let those who seek my life be ashamed

and altogether dismayed; *
let those who take pleasure in my misfortune
draw back and be disgraced.
3 Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat over me turn back, *

because they are ashamed.
4 Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; *

let those who love your salvation say for ever,
“Great is the LORD!”
5 But as for me, I am poor and needy; *

come to me speedily, O God.
6 You are my helper and my deliverer; *

O LORD, do not tarry.
Psalm 71

In te, Domine, speravi

1 In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; *

let me never be ashamed.
2 In your righteousness, deliver me and set me free; *

incline your ear to me and save me.
3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe; *

you are my crag and my stronghold.
4 Deliver me, my God, from the hand of the wicked, *

from the clutches of the evildoer and the oppressor.
5 For you are my hope, O Lord GOD, *

my confidence since I was young.
6 I have been sustained by you ever since I was born;

from my mother’s womb you have been my strength; *
my praise shall be always of you.
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7 I have become a portent to many; *

but you are my refuge and my strength.
8 Let my mouth be full of your praise *

and your glory all the day long.
9 Do not cast me off in my old age; *

forsake me not when my strength fails.
10 For my enemies are talking against me, *

and those who lie in wait for my life take counsel together.
11 They say, “God has forsaken him;

go after him and seize him; *
because there is none who will save.”
12 O God, be not far from me; *

come quickly to help me, O my God.
13 Let those who set themselves against me be put to shame and

be disgraced; *
let those who seek to do me evil be covered with scorn
and reproach.
14 But I shall always wait in patience, *

and shall praise you more and more.
15 My mouth shall recount your mighty acts

and saving deeds all day long; *
though I cannot know the number of them.
16 I will begin with the mighty works of the Lord GOD*

I will recall your righteousness, yours alone.
17 O God, you have taught me since I was young, *

and to this day I tell of your wonderful works.
18 And now that I am old and gray-headed, O God, do not

forsake me, *
till I make known your strength to this generation
and your power to all who are to come.
19 Your righteousness, O God, reaches to the heavens; *

you have done great things;
who is like you, O God?
20 You have showed me great troubles and adversities, *
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but you will restore my life
and bring me up again from the deep places of the earth.
21 You strengthen me more and more;

you enfold and comfort me,
22 Therefore I will praise you upon the lyre for your

faithfulness, O my God; *
I will sing to you with the harp, O Holy One of Israel.
23 My lips will sing with joy when I play to you, *

and so will my soul, which you have redeemed.
24 My tongue will proclaim your righteousness all day long, *

for they are ashamed and disgraced who sought
to do me harm.
After the Psalms, all say together

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.

Readings
A period of silence will follow each reading.

First Reading

Wisdom of Solomon 14:27—15:3

The people remain seated.

A Reading from the book of Wisdom.
The worship of idols not to be named is the beginning and cause and end of every
evil. For their worshipers either rave in exultation, or prophesy lies, or live
unrighteously, or readily commit perjury; for because they trust in lifeless idols
they swear wicked oaths and expect to suffer no harm. But just penalties will
overtake them on two counts; because they thought wrongly about God in devoting
themselves to idols, and because in deceit they swore unrighteously through
contempt for holiness. For it is not the power of the things by which people swear,
but the just penalty for those who sin, that always pursues the transgression of the
unrighteous. But you, our God, are kind and true, patient, and ruling all things in
mercy. For even if we sin we are yours, knowing your power; but we will not sin,
because we know that you acknowledge us as yours. For to know you is complete
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righteousness, and to know your power is the root of immortality.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Canticle 8

The Song of Moses

Cantemus Domino

I will sing to the Lord, for he is lofty and uplifted; *
the horse and its rider has he hurled into the sea.
The Lord is my strength and my refuge; *
the Lord has become my Savior.
This is my God and I will praise him, *
the God of my people and I will exalt him.
The Lord is a mighty warrior; *
Yahweh is his Name.
The chariots of Pharaoh and his army has he hurled into the sea; *
the finest of those who bear armor have been
drowned in the Red Sea.
The fathomless deep has overwhelmed them; *
they sank into the depths like a stone.
Your right hand, O Lord, is glorious in might; *
your right hand, O Lord, has overthrown the enemy.
Who can be compared with you, O Lord, among the gods? *
who is like you, glorious in holiness,
awesome in renown, and worker of wonders?
You stretched forth your right hand; *
the earth swallowed them up.
With your constant love you led the people you redeemed; *
with your might you brought them in safety to
your holy dwelling.
You will bring them in and plant them *
on the mount of your possession,
The resting-place you have made for yourself, O Lord, *
the sanctuary, O Lord, that your hand has established.
The Lord shall reign *
for ever and for ever.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
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Gospel Reading

Luke 8:26-39

A Reading from Luke.
Jesus and his disciples arrived at the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite
Galilee. As Jesus stepped out on land, a man of the city who had demons met him.
For a long time he had worn no clothes, and he did not live in a house but in the
tombs. When he saw Jesus, he fell down before him and shouted at the top of his
voice, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you,
do not torment me”—for Jesus had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of
the man. (For many times it had seized him; he was kept under guard and bound
with chains and shackles, but he would break the bonds and be driven by the
demon into the wilds.) Jesus then asked him, “What is your name?” He said,
“Legion”; for many demons had entered him. They begged him not to order them
to go back into the abyss. Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine was
feeding; and the demons begged Jesus to let them enter these. So he gave them
permission. Then the demons came out of the man and entered the swine, and the
herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned. When the
swineherds saw what had happened, they ran off and told it in the city and in the
country. Then people came out to see what had happened, and when they came to
Jesus, they found the man from whom the demons had gone sitting at the feet of
Jesus, clothed and in his right mind. And they were afraid. Those who had seen it
told them how the one who had been possessed by demons had been healed. Then
all the people of the surrounding country of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave
them; for they were seized with great fear. So he got into the boat and returned.
The man from whom the demons had gone begged that he might be with him; but
Jesus sent him away, saying, “Return to your home, and declare how much God
has done for you.” So he went away, proclaiming throughout the city how much
Jesus had done for him.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Canticle 20

Glory to God

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
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Gloria in excelsis

we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father;
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Prayers
Officiant
People
Officiant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Officiant and People

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.
The Officiant and People say responsively

Suffrages A.
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.

Show us your mercy, O Lord;
And grant us your salvation.
Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
Let your people sing with joy.
Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;
For only in you can we live in safety.
Lord, keep this nation under your care;
And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
Let your way be known upon earth;
Your saving health among all nations.
Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
Create in us clean hearts, O God;
And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.
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Collect of the Day
The Officiant then says

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to
know your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may
steadfastly follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus
Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
A Collect for Guidance
Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We humbly pray
you so to guide and govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and
occupations of our life we may not forget you, but may remember that we are ever
walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Prayer for Mission
O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your
blessed Son to preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are near:
Grant that people everywhere may seek after you and find you; bring the nations
into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the coming of your
kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Prayers of the People
Intercessor
Authorized intercessions and thanksgivings may follow.

A Prayer in Time of Great Sickness and Mortality
O most mighty and merciful God, in this time of grievous sickness, we flee unto
thee for succor. Deliver us, we beseech thee, from our peril; give strength and skill
to all those who minister to the sick; prosper the means made use of for their cure;
and grant that, perceiving how frail and uncertain our life is, we may apply our
hearts unto that heavenly wisdom which leadeth to eternal life; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
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For the Oppressed
Look with pity, O heavenly Father, upon the people in this land who live with
injustice, terror, disease, and death as their constant companions. Have mercy upon
us. Help us to eliminate our cruelty to these our neighbors. Strengthen those who
spend their lives establishing equal protection of the law and equal opportunities
for all. And grant that every one of us may enjoy a fair portion of the riches of this
land; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved
Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the
midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us;
granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life
everlasting. Amen.
Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.
Officiant

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask
or imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and in
Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20, 21
Announcements
Announcements may be made at this point in the service.
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