Evening Prayer
The Fifth Friday of Easter

Friday, May 7, 2021

Harriet Starr Cannon, Religious, 1896
The Officiant says

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Christ has entered, not into a sanctuary made with hands, a copy of the true one,
but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our
behalf. Hebrews 9:24
Confession of Sin
The Officiant then says

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.
Officiant and People

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Officiant stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit
keep you in eternal life. Amen.
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Invitatory and Psalter
Lord, open our lips.
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Officiant
People

Officiant and People

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.
O Gracious Light
Phos hilaron
O gracious Light,
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven,
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!
Now as we come to the setting of the sun,
and our eyes behold the vesper light,
we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices,
O Son of God, O Giver of life,
and to be glorified through all the worlds.
Psalms Appointed

Psalm 106:19-48

Psalm 106:19-48

Et fecerunt vitulum

19 Israel made a bull-calf at Horeb *

and worshiped a molten image;
20 And so they exchanged their Glory *

for the image of an ox that feeds on grass.
21 They forgot God their Savior, *

who had done great things in Egypt,
22 Wonderful deeds in the land of Ham, *

and fearful things at the Red Sea.
23 So he would have destroyed them,

had not Moses his chosen stood before him in the breach, *
to turn away his wrath from consuming them.
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24 They refused the pleasant land *

and would not believe his promise.
25 They grumbled in their tents *

and would not listen to the voice of the LORD.
26 So he lifted his hand against them, *

to overthrow them in the wilderness,
27 To cast out their seed among the nations, *

and to scatter them throughout the lands.
28 They joined themselves to Baal-Peor *

and ate sacrifices offered to the dead.
29 They provoked him to anger with their actions, *

and a plague broke out among them.
30 Then Phinehas stood up and interceded, *

and the plague came to an end.
31 This was reckoned to him as righteousness *

throughout all generations for ever.
32 Again they provoked his anger at the waters of Meribah, *

so that he punished Moses because of them;
33 For they so embittered his spirit *

that he spoke rash words with his lips.
34 They did not destroy the peoples *

as the LORD had commanded them.
35 They intermingled with the heathen *

and learned their pagan ways,
36 So that they worshiped their idols, *

which became a snare to them.
37 They sacrificed their sons *

and their daughters to evil spirits.
38 They shed innocent blood,

the blood of their sons and daughters, *
which they offered to the idols of Canaan,
and the land was defiled with blood.
39 Thus they were polluted by their actions *
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and went whoring in their evil deeds.
40 Therefore the wrath of the LORD was kindled against

his people *
and he abhorred his inheritance.
41 He gave them over to the hand of the heathen, *

and those who hated them ruled over them.
42 Their enemies oppressed them, *

and they were humbled under their hand.
43 Many a time did he deliver them,

but they rebelled through their own devices, *
and were brought down in their iniquity.
44 Nevertheless, he saw their distress, *

when he heard their lamentation.
45 He remembered his covenant with them *

and relented in accordance with his great mercy.
46 He caused them to be pitied *

by those who held them captive.
47 Save us, O LORD our God,

and gather us from among the nations, *
that we may give thanks to your holy Name
and glory in your praise.
48 Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel,

from everlasting and to everlasting; *
and let all the people say, “Amen!”
Hallelujah!
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
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Readings
A period of silence will follow each reading.

First Reading

Romans 14:13-23

A Reading from Paul’s letter to the Church in Rome.
Let us no longer pass judgment on one another, but resolve instead never to put a
stumbling block or hindrance in the way of another. I know and am persuaded in
the Lord Jesus that nothing is unclean in itself; but it is unclean for anyone who
thinks it unclean. If your brother or sister is being injured by what you eat, you are
no longer walking in love. Do not let what you eat cause the ruin of one for whom
Christ died. So do not let your good be spoken of as evil. For the kingdom of God
is not food and drink but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. The
one who thus serves Christ is acceptable to God and has human approval. Let us
then pursue what makes for peace and for mutual upbuilding. Do not, for the sake
of food, destroy the work of God. Everything is indeed clean, but it is wrong for
you to make others fall by what you eat; it is good not to eat meat or drink wine or
do anything that makes your brother or sister stumble. The faith that you have,
have as your own conviction before God. Blessed are those who have no reason to
condemn themselves because of what they approve. But those who have doubts are
condemned if they eat, because they do not act from faith; for whatever does not
proceed from faith is sin.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Canticle G

A Song of Ezekiel

I will take you from among all nations; *
and gather you from all lands to bring you home.
I will sprinkle clean water upon you; *
and purify you from false gods and uncleanness.
A new heart I will give you *
and a new spirit put within you.
I will take the stone heart from your chest *
and give you a heart of flesh.
I will help you walk in my laws *
and cherish my commandments and do them.
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You shall be my people, *
and I will be your God.
Gospel Reading

Luke 8:40-56

A Reading from Luke.
When Jesus returned, the crowd welcomed him, for they were all waiting for him.
Just then there came a man named Jairus, a leader of the synagogue. He fell at
Jesus’ feet and begged him to come to his house, for he had an only daughter,
about twelve years old, who was dying. As he went, the crowds pressed in on him.
Now there was a woman who had been suffering from hemorrhages for twelve
years; and though she had spent all she had on physicians, no one could cure her.
She came up behind him and touched the fringe of his clothes, and immediately her
hemorrhage stopped. Then Jesus asked, “Who touched me?” When all denied it,
Peter said, “Master, the crowds surround you and press in on you.” But Jesus said,
“Someone touched me; for I noticed that power had gone out from me.” When the
woman saw that she could not remain hidden, she came trembling; and falling
down before him, she declared in the presence of all the people why she had
touched him, and how she had been immediately healed. He said to her, “Daughter,
your faith has made you well; go in peace.” While he was still speaking, someone
came from the leader’s house to say, “Your daughter is dead; do not trouble the
teacher any longer.” When Jesus heard this, he replied, “Do not fear. Only believe,
and she will be saved.” When he came to the house, he did not allow anyone to
enter with him, except Peter, John, and James, and the child’s father and mother.
They were all weeping and wailing for her; but he said, “Do not weep; for she is
not dead but sleeping.” And they laughed at him, knowing that she was dead. But
he took her by the hand and called out, “Child, get up!” Her spirit returned, and she
got up at once. Then he directed them to give her something to eat. Her parents
were astounded; but he ordered them to tell no one what had happened.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Canticle 17

The Song of Simeon

Lord, you now have set your servant free *
to go in peace as you have promised;
For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, *
whom you have prepared for all the world to see:
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Nunc dimittis

A Light to enlighten the nations, *
and the glory of your people Israel.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
A Reading from The Church Fathers
Harriet Starr Cannon, Religious, 1896
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers
Officiant
People
Officiant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Officiant and People
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Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.
The Officiant and People say responsively

Suffrages B.
That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful,
We entreat you, O Lord.
That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill,
We entreat you, O Lord.
That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses,
We entreat you, O Lord.
That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world,
We entreat you, O Lord.
That we may depart this life in your faith and fear, and not be condemned before
the great judgment seat of Christ,
We entreat you, O Lord.
That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit in the communion of Harriet
Starr Cannon and all your saints, entrusting one another and all our life to Christ,
We entreat you, O Lord.
Collect of the Day
The Officiant then says

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to
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know your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may
steadfastly follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus
Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Harriet Starr Cannon
Gracious God, you called Harriet Starr Cannon and her companions to revive the
religious life in The Episcopal Church and to dedicate their lives to you: Grant that
we, after their example, may ever surrender ourselves to the revelation of your holy
will; through our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
A Collect for Fridays
Lord Jesus Christ, by your death you took away the sting of death: Grant to us your
servants so to follow in faith where you have led the way, that we may at length
fall asleep peacefully in you and wake up in your likeness; for your tender mercies’
sake. Amen.
Prayer for Mission
O God and Father of all, whom the whole heavens adore: Let the whole earth also
worship you, all nations obey you, all tongues confess and bless you, and men and
women everywhere love you and serve you in peace; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
Prayers of the People
Intercessor
Authorized intercessions and thanksgivings may follow.

A Prayer in Time of Great Sickness and Mortality
O most mighty and merciful God, in this time of grievous sickness, we flee unto
thee for succor. Deliver us, we beseech thee, from our peril; give strength and skill
to all those who minister to the sick; prosper the means made use of for their cure;
and grant that, perceiving how frail and uncertain our life is, we may apply our
hearts unto that heavenly wisdom which leadeth to eternal life; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
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For the Oppressed
Look with pity, O heavenly Father, upon the people in this land who live with
injustice, terror, disease, and death as their constant companions. Have mercy upon
us. Help us to eliminate our cruelty to these our neighbors. Strengthen those who
spend their lives establishing equal protection of the law and equal opportunities
for all. And grant that every one of us may enjoy a fair portion of the riches of this
land; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved
Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the
midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us;
granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life
everlasting. Amen.
Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.
Officiant

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14
Announcements
Announcements may be made at this point in the service.
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Harriet Starr Cannon, Religious, 1896
Harriet Starr Cannon founded the Community of St. Mary, the first religious order
for women formally recognized in The Episcopal Church.
Cannon was born in Charleston, South Carolina, in 1823 and was orphaned in
1824, when her parents died of yellow fever. She grew up with her only surviving
sibling in Bridgeport, Connecticut, in the home of relatives. In 1851, Cannon
entered the Sisters of the Holy Communion, an order founded by William
Augustus Muhlenberg, Rector of the Church of the Holy Communion in New York
City. The Sisters were heavily involved in the operation of clinics and care
facilities that would become St. Luke’s Hospital in the City of New York. During
her years with the Sisters of the Holy Communion, Cannon served as a nurse.
Over time, Harriet Cannon yearned for a more traditional monastic form of
religious life. When agreement could not be reached with the Sisters of the Holy
Communion, Cannon and a small group of her sisters moved to form a new order.
On the Feast of the Presentation, February 2, 1865, Horatio Potter, Bishop of the
Diocese of New York, received from Harriet Cannon and her sisters the traditional
vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience, at St. Michael’s Church in Manhattan.
The sisters began life together as the Community of St. Mary, and Harriet Cannon
became the Order’s first Superior.
The apostolate of The Community of St. Mary began with nursing and the care of
women who had endured difficult circumstances. After time, however, Mother
Cannon and her Sisters became increasingly committed to providing free schools
for the education of young women in addition to their medical work. The
Community continued to grow and developed schools for girls, hospitals, and
orphanages in New York, Tennessee, and Wisconsin. Mother Cannon died April 5,
1896, at Peekskill, New York.
The Community of St. Mary played a critical role in response to the yellow fever
epidemic in Memphis in the 1870’s. Sister Constance and her companions are
remembered on September 9.
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