Morning Prayer
The Fifth Friday of Easter

Friday, May 7, 2021

Harriet Starr Cannon, Religious, 1896
Psalms Appointed

Psalm 106:1-18

First Reading

Wisdom of Solomon 1:1-15

A Reading from the book of Wisdom.
Love righteousness, you rulers of the earth, think of the Lord in goodness and seek him with
sincerity of heart; because he is found by those who do not put him to the test, and manifests
himself to those who do not distrust him. For perverse thoughts separate people from God, and
when his power is tested, it exposes the foolish; because wisdom will not enter a deceitful soul,
or dwell in a body enslaved to sin. For a holy and disciplined spirit will flee from deceit, and will
leave foolish thoughts behind, and will be ashamed at the approach of unrighteousness. For
wisdom is a kindly spirit, but will not free blasphemers from the guilt of their words; because
God is witness of their inmost feelings, and a true observer of their hearts, and a hearer of their
tongues. Because the spirit of the Lord has filled the world, and that which holds all things
together knows what is said, therefore those who utter unrighteous things will not escape notice,
and justice, when it punishes, will not pass them by. For inquiry will be made into the counsels
of the ungodly, and a report of their words will come to the Lord, to convict them of their lawless
deeds; because a jealous ear hears all things, and the sound of grumbling does not go unheard.
Beware then of useless grumbling, and keep your tongue from slander; because no secret word is
without result, and a lying mouth destroys the soul. Do not invite death by the error of your life,
or bring on destruction by the works of your hands; because God did not make death, and he
does not delight in the death of the living. For he created all things so that they might exist; the
generative forces of the world are wholesome, and there is no destructive poison in them, and the
dominion of Hades is not on earth. For righteousness is immortal.
Gospel Reading

Luke 8:40-56

A Reading from Luke.
When Jesus returned, the crowd welcomed him, for they were all waiting for him. Just then there
came a man named Jairus, a leader of the synagogue. He fell at Jesus’ feet and begged him to
come to his house, for he had an only daughter, about twelve years old, who was dying. As he
went, the crowds pressed in on him. Now there was a woman who had been suffering from
hemorrhages for twelve years; and though she had spent all she had on physicians, no one could
cure her. She came up behind him and touched the fringe of his clothes, and immediately her
hemorrhage stopped. Then Jesus asked, “Who touched me?” When all denied it, Peter said,
“Master, the crowds surround you and press in on you.” But Jesus said, “Someone touched me;
for I noticed that power had gone out from me.” When the woman saw that she could not remain
hidden, she came trembling; and falling down before him, she declared in the presence of all the
people why she had touched him, and how she had been immediately healed. He said to her,
“Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace.” While he was still speaking, someone
came from the leader’s house to say, “Your daughter is dead; do not trouble the teacher any
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longer.” When Jesus heard this, he replied, “Do not fear. Only believe, and she will be saved.”
When he came to the house, he did not allow anyone to enter with him, except Peter, John, and
James, and the child’s father and mother. They were all weeping and wailing for her; but he said,
“Do not weep; for she is not dead but sleeping.” And they laughed at him, knowing that she was
dead. But he took her by the hand and called out, “Child, get up!” Her spirit returned, and she got
up at once. Then he directed them to give her something to eat. Her parents were astounded; but
he ordered them to tell no one what had happened.
A Reading from The Church Fathers
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Collect of the Day
The Officiant then says

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know your Son
Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the
way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Harriet Starr Cannon
Gracious God, you called Harriet Starr Cannon and her companions to revive the religious life in
The Episcopal Church and to dedicate their lives to you: Grant that we, after their example, may
ever surrender ourselves to the revelation of your holy will; through our Savior Jesus Christ, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Prayers of the People

A Prayer in Time of Great Sickness and Mortality
O most mighty and merciful God, in this time of grievous sickness, we flee unto thee for succor.
Deliver us, we beseech thee, from our peril; give strength and skill to all those who minister to
the sick; prosper the means made use of for their cure; and grant that, perceiving how frail and
uncertain our life is, we may apply our hearts unto that heavenly wisdom which leadeth to
eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For the Oppressed
Look with pity, O heavenly Father, upon the people in this land who live with injustice, terror,
disease, and death as their constant companions. Have mercy upon us. Help us to eliminate our
cruelty to these our neighbors. Strengthen those who spend their lives establishing equal
protection of the law and equal opportunities for all. And grant that every one of us may enjoy a
fair portion of the riches of this land; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Harriet Starr Cannon, Religious, 1896
Harriet Starr Cannon founded the Community of St. Mary, the first religious order for women
formally recognized in The Episcopal Church.
Cannon was born in Charleston, South Carolina, in 1823 and was orphaned in 1824, when her
parents died of yellow fever. She grew up with her only surviving sibling in Bridgeport,
Connecticut, in the home of relatives. In 1851, Cannon entered the Sisters of the Holy
Communion, an order founded by William Augustus Muhlenberg, Rector of the Church of the
Holy Communion in New York City. The Sisters were heavily involved in the operation of
clinics and care facilities that would become St. Luke’s Hospital in the City of New York.
During her years with the Sisters of the Holy Communion, Cannon served as a nurse.
Over time, Harriet Cannon yearned for a more traditional monastic form of religious life. When
agreement could not be reached with the Sisters of the Holy Communion, Cannon and a small
group of her sisters moved to form a new order. On the Feast of the Presentation, February 2,
1865, Horatio Potter, Bishop of the Diocese of New York, received from Harriet Cannon and her
sisters the traditional vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience, at St. Michael’s Church in
Manhattan. The sisters began life together as the Community of St. Mary, and Harriet Cannon
became the Order’s first Superior.
The apostolate of The Community of St. Mary began with nursing and the care of women who
had endured difficult circumstances. After time, however, Mother Cannon and her Sisters
became increasingly committed to providing free schools for the education of young women in
addition to their medical work. The Community continued to grow and developed schools for
girls, hospitals, and orphanages in New York, Tennessee, and Wisconsin. Mother Cannon died
April 5, 1896, at Peekskill, New York.
The Community of St. Mary played a critical role in response to the yellow fever epidemic in
Memphis in the 1870’s. Sister Constance and her companions are remembered on September 9.
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